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His Voice

Robert Robinson brings
gospel music to the

masses across the Midwest
BY COURTNEY LEWIS
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Moved by the
music: Robinson’s
choir follows in song
and spirit.

THERE ARE BIGGER things in life than Robert Robinson, but the stocky gospel singer
has a way of putting everything else out of mind—except, of course, for God. When Rob-
inson sings “O Holy Night,’ fans break out in tears. With his angelic voice and cherubic
figure, Robinson has been called “the Pavarotti of gospel” It's not the music alone that
motivates him—though it is what propelled his 15 years with Lorie Line and appearances
with Aretha Franklin, Jermaine Jackson, Barry Manilow, Kenny Loggins, Prince, and such
local favorites as the Steeles and Sounds of Blackness. The message of gospel—songs
pulled from the Bible, lyrics of praise and worship—has enabled him to find his greater
purpose. 4 This past year, Robinson's love for gospel music led him to stop touring and
return home to focus on the Twin Cities Community Gospel Choir (TCCGC), which he
founded in 1990. He initially juggled commitments, but now is solely dedicated to the
choir, which recently wrapped up a holiday concert tour—Robinson’s first without Line.
¥ At a recent TCCGC practice, Robinson sits behind a desk littered with song charts
for “Go Tell It on the Mountain” and “A King Is Born,” along with driving directions to
an upcoming concert at Paramount Theatre in St. Cloud. Acolytes approach and ask
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about the verses, wondering if they're
singing “Joy to the World" with enough
“attitudinal flair,’ as one long-time singer
phrases it. The group is diverse, but when
members open their mouths to find the
key, their voices become one.

Their dedication advances them, Robin-
son says, but whether members are motivat-
ed by the music or their director is hard to
gauge. As they rehearse, toes tap and heads
bop along with the rhythm of the drum. A
few of the singers break out in laughter after
Robinson jokes about bringing food for
their trip (“I wouldn't suggest bringing fried
chicken or pork chops ‘cause you might get
jumped”). Their leader hasn't just charmed
them—he's earned their respect: after creat-
ing a national following with Line, Robinson
left to shepherd his own ensemble—to St.
Cloud, Arden Hills, and St. Paul.

Line remains one of his biggest fans.
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